
cutting edge

team Jardine
This monaro garden  

is a family affair

helen young

 On the high, windswept 
Monaro plains at the 
foot of the Snowy 
Mountains in southern 

NSW, six generations of the Jardine 
family have worked the land. Curry 
Flat – thought to be named after 
early explorer Captain John Mark 
Currie – is a merino sheep and 
Angus cattle property, first settled by 
Scotsman William Jardine in 1862.

At its heart is the 1898 station 
homestead, designed by Monaro 
architect GD Cochrane and rebuilt 
after a 1930 fire. It features gracious 
wraparound verandas and bay 
windows that overlook the formal 
front gardens of terraces and low 
stone walls, which Claude Crowe of 
Berrima Bridge nursery helped lay 
out in 1956. “The front garden 
remains much the same as Claude 
Crowe designed it,” says Sue 
Jardine, who married fourth-

generation Jim Jardine 50 years 
ago. “We’ve extended the gardens 
out over the years and made it more 
park-like, concentrating on lawns 
and trees rather than lots of beds.”

Sue came to Curry Flat from 
Sydney as a young bride, determined 
to embrace her husband’s heritage. 
“It was quite a different story to city 
life,” she says. Gardening was 
always a love and at Curry Flat she 
found her outlet, enhancing the 
historic garden. As each of their 
three children turned 21, she 
planted 21 trees – first eucalypts, 
then silver birch, then junipers. More 
recently, she added a fairy garden 
for the grandchildren. Now that Jim 
is retired, they look after the 3ha 
garden together. In spring there are 
blossom trees and masses of tulips, 
hyacinths, snowdrops and daffodils, 
followed by peonies, irises, roses 
and then summer perennials.
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how can i stop wildlife eating the herbs i’m 
trying to grow in my garden?

Ashley Beach, Launceston

Snails, slugs and caterpillars all attack herbs 
but herb-eating wildlife includes rabbits, 
possums, rats, birds, wallabies and deer. Each 
has different preferences. None of the home 
remedy deterrents such as sprays or strong-

smelling substances will stop hungry critters 
for long. In the absence of an active dog, 

exclusion is the best protection – use 
netting or exclusion fabric from 
greenharvest.com.au.

every year we have a bunch of  
lovely pink freesias pop up in the same  
spot among our sea of cream ones. how 
can we get the pink ones, which are also 
taller, to spread?

Kerrie O, by email

Common freesias self-seed freely and can vary 
in colour a little, with shadings of mauve or 
yellow on the cream petals. However, your 
bright pink, taller ones are probably a different 
variety – perhaps the seeds were mistakenly 
added to the original packet. Freesias multiply 
from both corms and seeds. You could collect 
and sow the seed, or lift the corm after 
flowering to divide and replant the small, side 
corms where there is less competition.

i potted up my mother’s Hoya carnosa, 
which had struggled for years in a tiny pot. 
Will it survive in the new 30cm pot, to which  
i added compost?

Gilbert Albury, Broken Hill, NSW

Hoyas grow very well in restricted root space, 
continuing to flower happily each year, even 
when neglected. They’re ideal for hanging 
baskets or to train on a shady wall. Presuming  
it survived the transfer to a suddenly much 
larger pot (more gradual transitions are safer),  
it should continue to grow for many years.  
Give it protection from hot sun and some liquid 
fertiliser every month or so.
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Special place: Sue Jardine (below) 
walks the garden at Curry Flat

 Curry Flat, Shirley and Hazeldean 
gardens offer private tours  

in spring and autumn.  
Book for Oct 25, Nov 22 or Dec 4  

at privategardensofmonaro.com.au 

 Send your questions to: helenyoungtwig@gmail.com 
or Helen Young, PO Box 3098, Willoughby North, NSW 
2068. Website: helenyoung.com.au. The best question for 
October wins the lightweight, battery-powered Victa 82V 
Rapid Trimmer Kit (pictured), worth $499 

While there’s always been an 
orchard and vegie patch, in 2013 
older son William upped the ante, 
putting in a very serious kitchen 
garden “as a place to hang out as a 
family unit”. He returned to work on 
the family property in 2009 after 10 
years in Sydney’s financial markets, 
bringing then wife-to-be Caroline 
with him. They renovated the 
stockman’s cottage on the edge of 
the garden, but now they’re raising 
a family of their own they’ve 
swapped houses with his parents, 
moving into the “big house”. Brother 
Hamish is a couple of kilometres 
away in the property’s original 
two-storey stone home with his 
young family, while their sister 
Dimity lives in Bathurst. Her 
wedding was held in the garden.

Will laughingly agrees the new 
kitchen garden is a reflection of him. 
“If you’re going to do something, 
then go the whole hog. That’s me,” 
he says. The challenging climate 
– which includes heavy snowfalls 
and black frosts – led him to choose 
a northerly aspect halfway up a hill, 
where he built thermal heat-bank 
walls made of core-filled besser 
blocks. Timber framework allows for 
clear plastic to be rolled down for 
warmth or for bird control.

A glasshouse was added this 
year by Jim and Sue in a bid to 
extend the growing season and 
range of produce. They’ve already 
harvested lemons and limes and are 
planning more dwarf fruit trees. New 
cherries, apricots and plums have 
been added to the old orchard of 
apples and pears. “And dad has built 
a really cool chook house,” says Will. 
“It’s all a bit of a team effort, really.”


